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MISSOULA-Women in Montana who spend a minimum of 50 percent of their time in wheelchairs for
mobility purposes are invited to enter the first annual "Miss Wheelchair Montana Pageant"
May 16 at the University of Montana in Missoula.
The statewide competition, sponsored by the "Miss Wheelchair Montana" board and the
Coordinating Council for the Handicapped at UM, will be at 7 p.m. May 16 in the University
Center Ballroom.

The pageant will be open to the public without charge.

Sylvia Elaine Stevens, 23, Dillon, a sophomore in business administration at UM, who
is pageant chairman, said that women entering the contest may be married or single and must
be at least 18 years of age.

There is no maximum age for entering the pageant.

Miss Stevens, the reigning "Miss Wheelchair Montana," said the following criteria are
used by judges in determining "Miss Wheelchair Montana":
--Accomplishments, such as education, mobility, professional goals, interests and
activities, 40 percent.
--Personality, 30 percent.
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--Appearance, 30 percent.
"Miss Wheelchair Montana" will be eligible to enter the fifth annual "Miss Wheelchair
America Pageant" Sept. 22-26 in Columbus, Ohio.
The first "Miss Wheelchair Montana Pageant" May 16 in Missoula will be in conjunction
with "Wheelchair Awareness Week in Montana" May 16-22, an event being promoted by the
Easter Seal Society, Great Falls.
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Miss Stevens said she volunteered to serve as "Miss Wheelchair Montana" for 1976 a
year ago after she read about the "Miss Wheelchair America Pageant" in the Paraplegia News,
a national magazine published monthly by the Paralyzed Veterans of America.
Women interested in entering the "Miss Wheelchair Montana Pageant" May 16 may obtain
applications from Miss Stevens by writing her, Room 154, Aber Hall, University of Montana,
Missoula, Mont. 59801, or by phoning 243-2040.

Entry deadline is May 1.

Anyone interested in sponsoring the "Miss Wheelchair Montana" contest also may
contact Miss Stevens.

Funds will be needed to cover various expenses in conjunction with

the event.
Miss Stevens, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Earl H. Stevens, Dillon, has been paralyzed
from the waist down since April 18, 1971, when she was injured in a one-car accident.
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